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O'RAFFERTY WENT T0O THE BALL

URPHY and*Mulvaney were comrades. They

occupied a cabin in Placer county, Califor:
nia, in the fifties and were both employed on
Bear river canal. One night as they returned
from work they found o man In thelr cabin ent-
ing what had been left from thelr noon-day din-
ner. This was no surprige to them, for the rule
was to leave the cabins unlocked so that any
hungry man might enler and help himself to food.
This was an unwritten law in the California min-
ng camps In the earller and purer days of that
republie,

The Intruder, without embarrassment, hailed
the owners on their arrival with a hearty wel
comé and nn assurance that the food they had
left was an assurance lo a hungry man that the
story of how of old mana fell from heaven upon
the hungry had its counterpart in modern times.
He hid added that his name was O'Rafferty and
begged to know the names of his hosts. O'Raf-
ferty was a voluable talker and fine story-teller,
and his cheek wag so prominent and his tongue
o glib that the two men invited him to have a
real supper with them and it being late, to spend
the night with them.

When the supper was over he nalsted on
washing the dishes and when that work was fin-
lshed borrowed some tobacco, Hghted his pipe and
for two hours regaled his hosts with stories of
prospecting trips and mining camp incidents that
charmed his entertainers.

So pleasant had he made the evening that the
hosts in the morning Invited him to make their
pabin his home while he was prospecting In
that reglon.

He giadly accepted, for he had no money.

When, after n few days they were beller ac-
quaintad, Murphy asked him one night why he
did not work for a while untll he made a little
stake, so that he could be saved some of the
hardships of his calllng, He replled that he
sometimes tholight of that, but then he remem-
bered that his father all his life was a toller for
others which was proper enough in a land of kings
and lords, but not under the free American flug,
But Murphy saild: ‘Your clothés are growing
shabby and before long the lower end ol your
shirt will be more in evidence than the upper
end. “In that case,” said O'Rafferty, “I will palnt
that lower end red, wlite and blue, and when
1 meet a stranger will sing him the “Star Spun-
gled Banner” and with that he sang that anthem
with & puthos that brotught teurs to the eves of
Murphy and Mulvaney.

But one morning the owners did not go to
thelr work, Rather they put on their best clothes
and evidently were preparing for a holiday. O'Raf-
ferty looked ut them in their preparations and
fnally asked: “What's up today?"

Mulvaney replied: “Why, this is 8t. Patrick’s
dany. There I8 to be a procession nnd spakin
this mornin® and » grand ball tonight”

Poor O'Rafferty hiad no fitting clothing for such
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a oelebration, so quietly plocked up his plok and
started away over the traill. But when over the
hill snd out of sight of the cabin, he sat dowi
upon & rock and began a self-communing which
reduced to wordd was this: “1 suspect O'Hal-
forty, that you are what might be designated
a damn fool,

"You lhave been eating other men's grub for
six weeks; your clothes are worn out and you
huve not a dollur In your pocket, Now St Pat-
rick's day lhas come and you have to hide vour-
self behind these hills to hide your nakedness.
You can do that and Keep out of the eyes of the
world, but you cannot hide from yourself, Why
should you not call yourseélf a damn fool?"

In the meantime he had been unconsclously
pioking In the rock on which he was sitting.
Glancing down he saw something shining where
he had been pleking, Springing up he selzed
the pick with both hands and in three minutes
loosened and pried ov n splinter of rook seven
inches long, two inches wide and an inch and
a half thick that was literally spangled with
gold, Indeed, there seomed to be only enough
quartz in it to hold the gold in place. He looked
at it & moment, thrust It Into one of his pockets
and frantically began picking the rock at his
feet. In half an hour he had dug and pocketed
thirty pounds of the wonderful find, He covered
the Gpot with dirt and started for town. * He
gaw the procession from round a corner, Mul
vanoy was drum-major and Murphy was carrying
the flag with the shattered harp,

He looked on & few minutes, then sought an
nssay office and bribed the assayer to reduce his
possessions to a gold bar. When he finally ob-
tained It the assayer had stamped as weight, 7
pound, §14 ounces, value $1,840.96. Then he took
Iis bar and souglht a clothing store,

The noecommodnting elerk was anxious to sell
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uim a esuit of clothes. O'Rafferty looked over
the elothing with contempt and then sald:

“Hag yez nothing sort of gorgeous In yer ahop.
Something grand and awastriking 7"

This bronght the proprieton to the front,! who
pald: *We I:au.- # few dress uulu hut thcr are
expansive.” .

“Who was talkin' about expinse? snid Buur-
ferty. “Show me the bigt yez have!™

The result was he was fitted ont in the very
helght of fashlon, only he Inslsted upon 4 green
fourdin-hand for a necktie. Then he bought
piain =ult and had the whole sent to, his room
in the hotel. After dinner he dressed himself
and walted until nine p. m. Then he went to the
ball, Murphy and Mulvaney were paralyred at
nls appearance. He was graclous to them and
asgsured them that though he was a wenlthy
mineowner, on 8t. Patrick's day all true Irishmen
were brothers and a wealthy mineowner could
afford to nssociate with worklogmen, It was
Inte when they reached home and they all slept
a little Jate next morning,

As they were fnishing breakfast an Indlan ap-
peared at the door and wanted some clothing.
O'RafMerty gave him the evening dress, all but
the necktie.

Then he went to opening hig claim, The
news of the find gpread rapidly, A few doys
went by when a stranger came upon O"Rafferty
a8 he was working on hisa mine. The stranger
looked over the ground, and finally said: “Do
you own this mine?” O'Rafferty replied in the
alfirmative. “"Would you sell it?" was the next
question. “Yes' sald O'Rufferty, "If 1 could get
my price”

“And what might be your price?" was the next
question “Thirty thousand dollars,” said O'Raf-
ferty, boldly, “Well,” said the stranger, "come
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Our Greater Furniture Store

Is Now Prepared to Supply Your
Furniture Needs

In the reconstruction of our furniture
section our aim has been lo make this
somethiug more than a mere depait
ment,  You will find here as com-

plete & store in all the &dub a8 any

more devoled cxrlu.lwrl)r to f

We do not cany “cheap” furnitice.
We do handle and feature good fur-
niture for litle money. On the other
hand, we can suit the tastes of ithe
most [astidions.

Qur furniture s all brand new, ]unl
received, unpacked and put on displ
catloads of it, in the styles fpnﬂ

periods and in all woods.
You are cordinlly invited to visit our

furnituce store on the thisd floor. You
will ‘not be urged 1o buy.

Keith-O’Brien Company
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